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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A parts management system comprising: 
a communication network; 

a first computer for a user, said first computer having management data on component 
parts for an apparatus, delivered to the user; and 

a second computer for a manufacturer, said second computer being connected to said 
first computer via said communication network, and having a database provided therein, the 
database including a list having fields for a plurality of kinds of management data for the 
component parts for the apparatus in association with each of ID (identification) numbers of 
the component parts, 

said second computer comprising: 

acquisition means for acquiring the management data on the component parts 
for the apparatus from said first computer via said communication network, and 
comparison means for comparing the acquired management data with the 
management data within the database, 

wherein said first computer has provided the r e in a s econ d database of the 
management data on the component parts for th e a p p aratu s corresponding to the management 
data on the database, and said acquisition m eans acquires the management data from the 
second database via said commu nication network. 

wherein said comparison means comprises: 

first determination means for determining wh ether or not an ID number of a 

part acquired from the second datab ase exists in the database. 
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second determination means for determini n g whether or not the ID number of 
the part acquired from the second database is identical to an ID number that has been 
inputted to the second database, and 

third determination means for determining whet her or not the ID number of 
the part acquired from the second database is identi cal to an ID number already 
discarded in the database, and 

wherein when the ID number of the nart acqui r ed from the second database exists in 
the database, the TP number is identical to a n ID number that has been inputted to the second 
database, and the ID number is identical to a n ID number already discarded in the database, 
the part is determined to be a no n-conforming part. 

Claim 2 (Original): A parts management system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
database in said second computer includes at least a part delivery history associated with the 
parts delivered to the user, as the management data. 

Claim 3 (Canceled). 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): A parts management system as claimed in claim [[3]] 
L wherein the second database includes a list having fields for a plurality of kinds of 
management data for the parts in association with each of the ID numbers of the parts. 

Claim 5 (Original): A parts management system as claimed in claim 4, wherein the 

management data in the second database includes at least one of data items indicative of a 
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part number, a part name, and a mounting date which are associated with each of the parts, 
and whether or not the part has been discarded. 

Claim 6 (Original): A parts management system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
management data in the database includes at least one of data items indicative of a part name, 
a manufacturing date, a delivery date, a delivery destination, a service life, and an allowable 
number of times of use which are associated with each of the parts. 

Claim 7 (Original): A parts management system as claimed in claim 1, wherein each 
of said second computer and said first computer includes input means for inputting the 
management data on the parts. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended): A parts management system as claimed in claim [[3]] 
1, wherein said comparison means comprises first determination means for determining 
whether or not an ID number of a part acquired from the second database exists in the 
database, and 

wherein when the ID number of the part acquired from the second database does not 
exist in the database, said first determination means determines that the part is a non- 
conforming part. 

Claim 9 (Canceled). 
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Claim 10 (Currently Amended): A parts management system as claimed in claim 
[[9]] 1, wherein said comparison means further comprises fourth determination means for 
determining whether or not a cumulative service time period of the part acquired from the 
second database is equal to or longer than a service life of the part, and 

wherein when the ID number of the part acquired from the second database exists in 
the database, the ID number is identical to any ID number that has been inputted to the 
second database, the ID number is not identical to any ID number already discarded in the 
database, and the cumulative service time period of the part acquired from the second 
database is equal to or longer than the service life of the part, the part is determined to be a 
non-conforming part. 

Claim 1 1 (Original): A parts management system as claimed in claim 10, wherein 
said first computer comprises: 

second acquisition means connected via said communication network to an apparatus 
having an operation system in which the component parts for the apparatus are used, for 
acquiring a number of times of operation of the operation system of the apparatus using the 
parts, and 

wherein said comparison means comprises: 

fifth determination means for determining whether or not the number of times 
of operation is equal to or larger than an allowable number of times of use of a part 
existing in the database, and 

wherein when the ID number of the part acquired from the second database 

exists in the database, when the ID number is identical to any ID number that has 
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been inputted to the second database, the ID number is not identical to any ID number 
already discarded in the database, the cumulative service time period of the part 
acquired from the second database is not equal to or longer than the service life of the 
part, and, further the number of times of operation of the part acquired from the 
second database is equal to or larger than the allowable number of times of use of the 
part, the part is determined to be a non-conforming part. 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended): A parts management system as claimed in claim 1, 

comprising: 

a communication network; 

a first com puter for a user, said first c omnuter having management data on component 
parts for an apparatus, delivered to the user: and 

a second comnuter for a manufacturer, said second computer being connected to said 
first computer via said communication network, an d h a ving a dat abase provided therein, the 
database including a list having fields for a plurality of kinds of management data for the 
com ponent parts for the apparatu s in association with each of ID (identification) numbers of 
the component parts, 

said second computer comprising: 

acquisition means for acquiring the management data o n the component parts 
for the a pparatus from said first computer via said communication network, and 
com parison means for comparing th e acquired management data with the 
management data within the database, 
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wherein said first computer acquires the management data on the component parts for 
the apparatus from an IC ( integrated circuit) or a bar oodo attached to the part , the IC includes 
a high-frequencv section for non-contact transm ission/reception of data, and a frequency 
hand different from a frequency band used for RF application in plasm a processing is 
selected as the transmitting frequency band for the IC. 

Claim 13 (Original): A parts management system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
apparatus comprises a substrate processing apparatus. 

Claim 14 (Original): A parts management system as claimed in claim 13, wherein the 
substrate processing apparatus is selected from the group consisting of a plasma processing 
apparatus, a thermal processing apparatus, a film deposition apparatus, a plasma etching 
apparatus, an in-line semiconductor processing apparatus, and a multi-chamber 
semiconductor processing apparatus. 

Claim 15 (Original): A parts management system as claimed in claim 11, further 
comprising a container device connected to said second computer via said communication 
network, and containing the component parts for the apparatus already delivered to the user, 
and 

wherein said container device comprises: 

detection means for detecting that any of the component parts for the 
apparatus has been taken out from the container device, and 
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transmission means operable when said detection means detects that any of the 
component parts has been taken out, to transmit an ID number of the taken out part to 
said second computer. 



Claim 16 (Currently Amended): A parts management method of performing parts 
management using a second computer for a manufacturer, the second computer being 
connected to a first computer for a user, which has management data on component parts for 
an apparatus delivered to the user, via a communication network, and having a database 
provided therein, the database including a list having fields for a plurality of kinds of 
management data for the component parts for the apparatus in association with each of ID 
(identification) numbers of the component parts, the parts management method comprising: 
an acquisition step of acquiring the management data on the component parts for the 
apparatus from the first computer via the communication network; and 

a comparison step of comparing the acquired management data with the management 

data within the database a 

wherein the first computer has prov H ^ therein a second database of the management 
data on the component narts for the ap paratus corresponding to the manapement data on the 
database, and s*iH acq uisition s te p comprises acquiring the manapement data from the second 
database via the communica tion network, 

wherein said comparison step c omprises: 

a first determination ste p of deter m ining whether or not an ID number of the 
part ac quired from the second databa se exists in the database, 
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a second determination step of determining whether or not the ID number of a 
part acquired from the second database is identical t o an ID number that has been 
inputted in the second database, and 

a third determination step of determining wheth er or not the ID number of the 
part acq uired from the second database is ident i cal to an ID number already discarded 
in the database, and 

wherein the parts management method fu rt her comprises a determination step of 
determining that the part is determined to be a non -co nf o rmin g part, when it is determined in 
said first determination step that the ID number of t h e p art acq uired from the second database 
exists in the database, in said second determinati on st e p t hat the ID number is identical to an 
TP number that has been inputt e d to the second database, and in said third determination step 
that the ID number is identic a l to an ID number already discarded in the database . 

Claim 17 (Original): A parts management method as claimed in claim 16, wherein 
the database in the second computer includes at least a part delivery history associated with 
the parts delivered to the user, as the management data. 

Claim 18 (Canceled). 

Claim 19 (Currently Amended): A parts management method as claimed in claim 
[[18]] 16, wherein the second database includes a list having fields for a plurality of kinds of 
management data for the parts in association with each of the ID numbers of the parts. 
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Claim 20 (Original): A parts management method as claimed in claim 19, wherein 
the management data in the second database includes at least one of data items indicative of a 
part number, a part name, and a mounting date which are associated with each of the parts, 
and whether or not the part has been discarded. 

Claim 21 (Original): A parts management method as claimed in claim 16, wherein 
the management data in the database includes at least one of data items indicative of a part 
name, a manufacturing date, a delivery date, a delivery destination, a service life, and an 
allowable number of times of use which are associated with each of the parts. 

Claim 22 (Original): A parts management method as claimed in claim 16, comprising 
an input step of inputting the management data on the parts by each of the second computer 
and the first computer. 

Claim 23 (Currently Amended): A parts management method as claimed in claim 
[[18]] 16, wherein said comparison step comprises a first determination step of determining 
whether or not an ID number of a part acquired from the second database exists in the 
database, and 

wherein when it is determined in said first determination step that the ID number of 
the part acquired from the second database does not exist in the database, the part is 
determined to be a non-conforming part. 



Claim 24 (Canceled). 
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Claim 25 (Currently Amended): A parts management method as claimed in claim 
[[24]] \6, wherein said comparison step further comprises a fourth determination step of 
determining whether or not a cumulative service time period of the part acquired from the 
second database is equal to or longer than a service life of the part, and 

wherein the parts management method comprises a determination step of determining 
that the part is a non-conforming part, when it is determined in said first determination step 
that the ID number of the part acquired from the second database exists in the database, in 
said second determination step that the ID number is not identical to any ID number inputted 
to the second database in the past, in said third determination step that the ID number is not 
identical to any ID number already discarded in the database, and in said fourth determination 
step that the cumulative service time period of the part acquired from the second database is 
equal to or longer than the service life of the part. 

Claim 26 (Original): A parts management method as claimed in claim 25, wherein 
the first computer is connected to the apparatus via the communication network, and 
wherein said comparison step further comprises 

a fifth determination step of determining whether or not a number of times of 
operation of an operation system of the apparatus is equal to or larger than an 
allowable number of times of use of a part existing in the database, and 
wherein the parts management method further comprises: 

a second acquisition step of acquiring the number of times of operation of the 
operation system of the apparatus, and 
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a determination step of determining that the part is a non-conforming part, 
when it is determined in said first determination step that the ID number of the part 
acquired from the second database exists in the database, in said second determination 
step that the ID number is not identical to any ID number that has been inputted to the 
second database, in said third determination step that the ID number is not identical to 
any ID number already discarded in the database, in said fourth determination step 
that the cumulative service time period of the part acquired from the second database 
is not equal to or longer than the service life of the part, and, further, in said fifth 
determination step that the number of times of operation of the part acquired from the 
second database in said second acquisition step is equal to or larger than the allowable 
number of times of use of the part. 

Claim 27 (Currently Amended): A parts management method w, claimed in claim 16, 
of performing part, management u sin g a second computer for a manufacturer, the second 
com puter being connected to a firs t com puter for a user, which has management data on 
com ponent parts for *n apparatus d elivered to the user via a communication network, and 
having a database provided there in the database including a list havinp fields for a plurality 
nf kinds of mana gement data for the com ponent parts for the apparatus in association with 
each of ID (identification^ numbers of the com pon e nt parts, t he parts management method 
comprising: 

an acq uisition step of ac quiring the m ana gement data on the component parts for the 
ap paratus from the first computer via t he communication network; and 
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a comparison step of comparing the acquired management data with the management 
data within the database, 

wherein the first computer acquires the management data on the component parts for 
the apparatus from an IC (Integrated circuit) or a bar cod e attached to each of the parts, the 
integrated circuit includes a high-frequency section for non-contact transmis sion/reception of 
data, and a frequency band different from a frequency band used for RF application in plasm a 
processing is selected as the transmitting frequenc y band for the IC. 

Claim 28 (Original): A parts management method as claimed in claim 16, wherein 
the apparatus comprises a substrate processing apparatus. 

Claim 29 (Original): A parts management method as claimed in claim 28, wherein 
the substrate processing apparatus is selected from the group consisting of a plasma 
processing apparatus, a thermal processing apparatus, a film deposition apparatus, a plasma 
etching apparatus, an in-line semiconductor processing apparatus, and a multi-chamber 
semiconductor processing apparatus. 

Claim 30 (Original): A parts management method as claimed in claim 26, further 
comprising a containing step of containing the component parts for the apparatus already 
delivered to the user, in a container device connected to the second computer via the 
communication network, and 

wherein said containing step comprises: 
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a detection step of detecting that any of the component parts for the apparatus 
has been taken out from the container device, and 

a transmission step of transmitting an ID number of a part of the component 
parts that has been taken out, to the second computer, when in said detection step, it is 
detected that the part of the component parts has been taken out. 

Claim 31 (Currently Amended): A parts management program for causing a second 
computer for a manufacturer to perform a parts management method, the second computer 
being connected to a first computer for a user, which has management data on component 
parts for an apparatus, delivered to the user, via a communication network, and having a 
database provided therein, the database including a list having fields for a plurality of kinds 
of management data for the component parts for the apparatus in association with each of ID 
(identification) numbers of the component parts for the apparatus, the parts management 
program comprising: 

an acquisition module for acquiring the management data on the component parts for 
the apparatus from the first computer via the communication network; and 

a comparison module for comparing the acquired management data with the 
management data within the database i 

wherein the first computer has provi d ed therein a second database of the management 

data on the co m ponent parts for the appara t us corresponding to the management data on the 

database, and said acquisition step, comprise s acquirin g the management data from the second 

database via the communication network, 

wherein said comparison mod ule comprises: 
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a first determination module for determining whether or not an ID number of 
the part acquired from the second database exists in the database, 

a second determination module for determining whether or not the ID number 
of a part acquired from the second database is identical to an ID number that has been 
inputted in the second database, and 

a third determination module for determining whether or not the ID n umber of 
the part acquired from the second database is identical to an ID nu mber already 
discarded in the database, and 

wherein the parts management program further comprises a determination module for 
determining that the part is determined to be a non-conform ing part, when it is determined by 
said first determination module that the ID numbe r of the part acquired from the second 
database exists in the database, bv said second dete rmination module that the ID number is 
identical to an ID number that has been inputted to the second database, and by said third 
determination module that the ID number is identical to an I D number already discarded in 
the database . 

Claim 32 (Original): A computer-readable storage medium storing a parts 
management program as claimed in claim 3 1 . 

Claim 33 (New): A parts management program for causing a second computer for a 

manufacturer to perform a parts management method, the second computer being connected 

to a first computer for a user, which has management data on component parts for an 

apparatus, delivered to the user, via a communication network, and having a database 
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provided therein, the database including a list having fields for a plurality of kinds of 
management data for the component parts for the apparatus in association with each of ID 
(identification) numbers of the component parts for the apparatus, the parts management 
program comprising: 

an acquisition module for acquiring the management data on the component parts for 
the apparatus from the first computer via the communication network; and 

a comparison module for comparing the acquired management data with the 
management data within the database, 

wherein the first computer acquires the management data on the component parts for 
the apparatus from an IC (integrated circuit) attached to the part, the IC includes a high- 
frequency section for non-contact transmission/reception of data, and a frequency band 
different from a frequency band used for RF application in plasma processing is selected as 
the transmitting frequency band for the IC. 

Claim 34 (New): A computer-readable storage medium storing a parts management 
program as claimed in claim 33. 
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